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New study shows fall in children reading
books for pleasure
Fewer children are reading books for pleasure, not for school work, reveals
new CHILDWISE report.
There’s been a fall in the number of children reading books in their own time this year, according to
new research from the 2019 CHILDWISE Monitor.
Three in four children age 5-16 ever read books in their own time, falling from four in five last year.1
The long-term downward trend in the number of children reading comics or magazines also
continues this year, with fewer saying they read them at all compared to last year.2
“Fewer children are reading both books and comics this year, possible reflecting the fact there hasn’t
been a huge new title or franchise this year to trigger children’s desire to read, such as a Harry
Potter, Hunger Games or Twilight,” said Simon Leggett, research director at CHILDWISE.
The 2019 CHILDWISE Monitor is a comprehensive annual report looking at 5 to 16-year-olds’ media
consumption, purchasing and social habits as well as key behaviour and reading habits. More than
2000 children in schools across the United Kingdom completed in-depth online surveys for the
report, which is now in its 25th year.
“The report looks at how many children read magazines and comics in their spare time, as well as
how frequently they do this. The question has been asked in previous years, allowing for
comparisons to be made over time,” says Simon.
Children were also asked about whether they buy books for themselves. This has made a marginal
recovery this year with one in five children buying books for themselves with their own money up
from just under one in five last year.
This suggests that whilst a significant number of children continue to enjoy reading for pleasure,
there is less interest and enthusiasm among those on the sidelines.
“The long-term decline in the number of children buying their own magazines and comics seems to
have come to a halt this year. One in eight children ever buy magazines and comics themselves, the
same proportion as a year ago, after several years of decline,” says Simon.
Children read books, magazines and comics for an average of 0.6 hours a day.
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73% of 5-16 ever read books in their own time, falling from 79% last year.
51% of children age 5-16 say they read magazines at all, dropping from 56% last year, and in long term
decline from 68% ever reading in 2010.
2

Findings of the report also include…
•

Girls remain the most frequent readers, with three in four reading at all, compared with two
in three boys.

•

Children age 9-16 spend half an hour a day reading online on average.

•

Reading for pleasure peaks among 7-8 year olds, more than half of whom are reading every
day.

•

Boys and girls have similar reading habits at primary school age but differences appear from
the start of secondary school. Older girls read slightly more than older boys.

•

Favourite magazines or comics are named as Marvel comics, Beano, Spiderman, Peppa Pig,
CBeebies, MOTD, Lego and DC Comics, but 37% of children can’t name a favourite.

CHILDWISE is an independent market research agency specialising in children and young people.
CHILDWISE has a programme of published independent research and conducts research for
government agencies, charities, broadcasters, publishers and brands www.childwise.co.uk
The Monitor Report 2018 covers... children and their media; TV viewing; music; reading; children’s
equipment; money; purchasing; sports & activities; health & wellbeing and education and
employment.
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